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  “When we, as architects, look at the architecture of the past, we 
all, I believe, try to penetrate the secret. (…) We are concerned 
with criteria and processes: with the how, before all else. It is 
this, which is peculiar in our observation: we look in order to 
learn how it is done. The first thing we learn, often at our own 
expense, is that this secret does not belong to form in itself“. 
Giorgio Grassi, 1983 
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Open aesthetic 
 
 « The open form in Architecture – the Art of the great Number. 
The open form is opposed to the Charte d’Athènes principles, 
which is a closed form, an attempt to define for once and for 
all ». 
Oskar Hansen, 1959 
Préoccupations structuralistes 
« The focus on cells, connections and relationships correspond to 
a structuralist concern ». 
Jacques Lucan, 2009 
 
 
« En premier lieu, une structure offre un caractère de système. 
Elle consiste en éléments tels qu'une modification de l'un d'eux 
entraîne une modification des autres » 
Claude-Levi Strauss, 1948 
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Rhizome 
 “ system a-centered, non hierarchical (…) only defined by a 
circulations of state” Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari, 1976 
Peter and Alison Smithson, Golden lane Project, 
London, 1952-1953 
Peter and Alison Smithson, 
Berlin Haupstadt, 1957 
Candilis-Woods-Josic, Toulouse-le-Mitrail, 1961-1971 
Candilis-Woods-Josic, Toulouse-le-Mitrail, 1961-1971 
Vittorio Gregotti, Cefalu Social Housing, 1976 
Vittorio Gregotti, Cefalu Social Housing, 1976 
Van den Broeck et Bakema, Bochum University, 1962 
Emile Aillaud, la Grande Borne, 1967 
Emile Aillaud, la Grande Borne, 1967 
Empilement 
Ile de plastique, Océan Pacifique 
Combinatoire et complexité tridimensionnelle 
 
“To the general astonishing, a protein molecule, architecture of a 
rare complexity in three dimensions, is reduced to a structure of 
a particular simplicity in one dimension. (…) The complexity in 
the space is given by folding of the chain on itself(…). What 
confers to the molecule its specific form, it’s the length of the 
chain,  a hundred to a thousand units, et the sequence in which 
are contained these units. The diversity and the complexity are 
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